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SHIPPER PROFILE

By Paul Scott Abbott 

I t should come as no shock that Port Tampa Bay plays an 
empowering role in the award-winning export efforts of  
Tampa-based Electric Supply Inc., Florida’s largest indepen-

dent distributor of  electrical and data communication materials.
With Port Tampa Bay docks less than 10 miles from Electric 

Supply’s 95,000-square-foot facility – and $9 million inven-
tory – at 4407 N. Manhattan Ave., near Tampa International 
Airport, proximity is a key reason the port and company have 
forged such a powerful relationship.

“We enjoy using Port Tampa Bay and having the luxury 

of  a top-notch port here rather than having to truck goods 
to another port,” said Ralph Kluesner, international sales 
manager of  Electric Supply.

Much of  what Electric Supply ships to more than 40 coun-
tries throughout the Caribbean, Latin America and beyond is 
quite big and heavy, making long truck hauls something to be 
avoided from both logistical and cost standpoints.

Electric Supply’s exports to utility companies and other 
customers include wood, concrete and steel poles, some as long 
as 75 feet, transformers to hang from those poles, large reels of  
cable and even weighty diesel engines.

“You don’t want to have that over the road too much,” 
according to Kluesner, who initiated Electric Supply’s export 
initiative when he joined the firm 17 years ago. He said 
exports now represent about 15 percent of  the business of  the 
46-year-old company.

Indeed, Electric Supply not only is solidly involved in 
exporting – it also is very good at it, having been honored 
with the highest recognition any U.S. entity may receive for 
supporting export activity.

Electric Supply was one of  37 companies throughout the 
nation – and one of  just two from Florida – to earn a 2013 
President’s E Award for Excellence in Exporting. 

In accepting the award at a ceremony in Washington, Elec-
tric Supply’s president and chief  executive officer, George 
Adams Jr., commented, “Our team feels both honored and 
humbled to have received the President’s E Award. While 
exporting brought numerous new challenges, adapting to sell 
to offshore markets has strengthened Electric Supply. The 
unique needs of  some of  our offshore customers have been 
a catalyst for redefining and expanding our service offerings,”

ELECTRIC SUPPLY INC. EMPOWERED
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Ralph Kluesner, Electric Supply Inc.’s international sales manager, heads the company’s export efforts to more than 40 countries.

(From L to R): Ken Hyatt, U.S. acting deputy undersecretary of commerce 
for international trade, presents the President’s E Award for Excellence 
in Exporting to George Adams Jr., president and chief executive officer 
of Electric Supply Inc., and Ralph Kluesner, international sales manager 
of Electric Supply Inc., as Dr. Rebecca M. Blank, acting secretary of 
commerce, looks on.
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The company was established in 1970 by George 
Adams Sr. and George Adams Jr., and, over the 
past several years, Electric Supply team members 
have become co-owners of  the firm through an 
employee stock ownership program.

In addition to advancing a companywide 
commitment to customers, with a slogan of  “The 
Power of  YES,” Electric Supply team members 
– more than 140 strong – dedicatedly engage in 
numerous community endeavors. 

These undertakings include helping the home-
less through volunteering at Tampa’s Metropolitan 
Ministries; providing holiday gifts for Toys for Tots; 
holding fundraisers for United Way Suncoast; and 
assisting local schoolchildren by spearheading the 
back-to-school supply drive at Pierce Middle School 
in Tampa’s Egypt Lake-Leto neighborhood. n
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Electric Supply Inc. is a founding member of  the 
Tampa-based Executive Shippers’ Council. Over the 
past dozen years, the council, coordinated by Port Tampa 
Bay, has grown to encompass more than 150 member 
companies, including those shipping through the port 
via containerized, breakbulk and bulk modes. These 
member companies combine to represent annual moves 
of  more than 250,000 twenty-foot-equivalent container 
units of  cargo originating or destined within 100 miles of  
the port. The Central Florida market potential includes 
more than 500,000 TEUs a year within a competitive truck 
drive from Port Tampa Bay.

A Caribbean-bound shipment of equipment heads the short distance from Electric Supply Inc.’s warehouse to Port Tampa Bay.

Transformers, crossarms and reels of cable go by an Electric Supply Inc. truck to Port Tampa Bay for export shipment.


